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RATLROAD MONOPOLY.

—
Argument of Judge Jerry 5. Blach
Before the Judiclary Commit-
teec of the Pennsylvania
Senate.

Mg. CBairMaN:—The irrepreseible
counflict between the rigbts of the peo-
ple and the interest of the railroad cor-
porstions does not seem likely to ter-
minale immediately —I beg vour per-

None of these agents—ueither the
canal commissioners nor the state re-
cewver, nor any corporation that went
before or came after, had the slightest
proprietary right or title to the rail-
roads themselves. To say that they had
wonld be as preposterons as Lo assert
that township roads sre the private

ed to ran it is a servant of the stale as
wnuch §s an officer legally appointed to

seems like a sin and a shame and a
srandal to oppose it.

It being settled that the railroads
and canals belong of right Lo the state
for the nse of the people, and that the
corporations who have them in charge
are mere agenis to ron them for the
owners, it will surely not be denfied
that all proper regulations shonld be
made to prevent those agents from be-
traying their trust. The wisdom is
very plain of those provisions in onr
constitution whieh put them on a level
with other public servants and forbid
them to prostitute their functions to

of this fatal proclivity of public ser-
vants to make a businesa of their duty.
Recall the worst cases that have occar-
red In our history and see if every one
of them does not finally resolve itseli
into that. Tweed and his associates in
New York; the Philadelphia rings;the
carpet-bag thieves; the siar route con-

saud dollars a piece for himself and
Jim Anderson, and a less smn for the

astrous. The nine million atenl of
later dste was a busivess enterprise
which failed, because Governor Geary
most unexpectedly put his veto upon
it. Still mora recently the same cor-
poration undertook to get from the
treasary of the stats, four iillions of
dollars to which it had wo decent pre-
tense of a claim. Never was any uffair
condacted in & more perfectls business-
like way. The appointed agents of the
corporation came to Hurrisburg when
the legislature was in session, and reg-
ulnrl{' set upa shop tor the parchass of
members at pre-arranged and specitied

Every nuprejudiced man
|wl.m has sense enough to know his
right band from his leit acknow
| that equality must be the rale of right;
aud he nuderstands thia perfectly well
withont looking at the constitution,
where it is mfemul\r declared to be
! part of the lex legum, the law of laws,
| and the rale of all rales on the subjeat.

every day, and all the time, not in a

knowledge that in all this the supreme
court amll;:rwd and abotted the corpo-
ration. The dialecta of the deoision
tarned on a prohibition inthe charter
against charging more on an average
than tour cents perton per m

£

by the aggreg
all others. Buat®
corparation in the nor

judicial tribuusl, paid any b
whatlever to the principle that all men's
rights to the use of a public highway
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S s e ® fove: brings their private interests iuto con-| was it more dishonest tham that which | equality of right (saered and funda-
1 have just received STl deaciTiitions, ted Why do 1 ?i,e myself this trouble? | flict with their public daty. Seeing the|the same corporation habitnaiy does| mental though it be), is by the common
ARCHITECT a full line jof "Notions, 8 Rendy-Made Clothing, Hardwsre, &c. | My great aud good Iriend, the presi- | V8st magnltude of the affairs intrusted | when it stands on the highway, and by | practice of carrying companies eor-
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dent of the Reading Raiiroad Company,
expresses the suspicion that 1 am quiet-

enough to wish the destruction of all
corporate property, is equally untrue.

to them, aud the terrible temptation to
which their cupidity is exposed, it is

tione deny that they cwe auy responsi-
bility to the state, wore than iodivi-

frand or force extorts from individual
citizens a much larger sum in excessive

to be as umversally understood as those
of any servant which the state or geu-

ruptly disregarded,
{ you want to drive bnsiness com-
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